
Quick reference guide 

Checks on enteral (NG/OG) tubes in adult critical care 

New tubes 

Either newly inserted or new 

to ICU (inserted elsewhere) 

NG confirmation X-ray 

Tube can be used 
Maintain vigilance for signs/risk factors for displacement. Stop and re-confirm if in any doubt. 

pH check 

Take 5 mL and discard, then new sample for pH check 

Existing tubes 

Within first 2 hrs of every shift, or at any time if concerns 

about possible displacement arise 

pH ≤5.5 
pH >5.5 or unable to obtain 

adequate sample 

Two previous X-rays confirm 

placement of this tube? 

Risk assessment 

No 

All criteria satisfied? 

Placement uncertain 

Do not use 
Seek immediate senior advice 

Placement confirmed 

How to document… 

Risk assessment / X-ray interpretation 

In Documentation, search ‘NG/OG’ and select relevant template: 

Insertion / length / pH 

In Assessment and Obs, 

under Enteral tubes: 

Click 

Click 

Enter 

data 

Click 

‘Add+’ 

Search 

‘NG/OG’ 
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Quick reference guide 

Finding and completing the NG tube XR interpretation form 

1. Click 

+Add 2. Search for ‘NG/OG CXR 

Interpretation Form’ 

3. Uncheck ‘include Assessment 

Results’. Click OK. 

3. If the most recent XR isn’t 

automatically listed, enter it 

manually by clicking ‘Use free 

text’ in the ‘Results review’ 

section 

4. If the ‘Interpretation’ 

questions are not already 

visible, click ‘Show structure’. 

Complete the details as 

applicable. 

5. Click ‘Sign/Submit’ 


